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this warning period, the remote oper-
ator shall broadcast at least twice, via
marine radio, that: ‘‘The drawspan of
the EJ&E Railroad bridge will be low-
ered in one minute.’’ A siren on the
bridge sounds for 20 seconds, to warn
anyone on or under the bridge that the
drawspan will be lowered.

(5) If a vessel is approaching the
bridge upbound or, departing the Lock-
port Lock and Dam at mile 291.1,
downbound, with intentions of passing
through the drawspan, they shall re-
spond to the remote bridge operators’
marine radio broadcast, or initiate
radio contact, indicating their prox-
imity to the bridge and requesting an
opening of the drawspan or that the
drawspan remain open until the vessel
passes. If any approaching vessel is de-
tected or if a radiotelephone response
is received, the remote operator shall
not close the drawspan until the vessel
or vessels have cleared the bridge.

(6) At the end of the one minute
warning period, if no river traffic is ap-
proaching or under the drawspan, the
remote bridge operator may begin low-
ering the drawspan. Navigation lights
located at the center of the drawspan
change from green to red when the
drawspan is not in the fully open to
navigation position. The drawspan
takes approximately 90 seconds to
lower.

(7) If the presence of a vessel or other
obstruction is discovered approaching
or under the drawspan, during the low-
ering sequence, before the drawspan is
fully lowered and locked, the drawspan
shall be stopped and raised to the fully
open position. When the vessel or ob-
struction has cleared the drawspan, the
remote operator shall confirm that the
channel is clear and reinitiate the one
minute warning cycle before lowering
the drawspan.

(8) If no marine traffic is present the
drawspan may be lowered and seated.
When the drawspan is lowered and
locked in the closed to navigation posi-
tion, the remote bridge operator peri-
odically broadcasts, via marine radio,
that: ‘‘The drawspan of the EJ&E Rail-
road bridge is closed to navigation.’’

(9) Failure of the radar system, radio
telephone system, infrared boat detec-
tors or electronic motion sensors shall

prevent lowering the drawspan from
the remote location.

(10) when rail traffic has cleared the
bridge, the remote bridge operator
shall raise the drawspan to the fully
open to navigation position. When the
drawspan is raised and in the fully
open to navigation position, the re-
mote bridge operator broadcasts, at
least twice, via marine radio, that:
‘‘The drawspan of the EJ&E Railroad
bridge is open to navigation.’’ The cen-
ter drawspan navigation lights change
from red to green when the drawspan is
fully open to navigation.

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as
amended by CGD02 93–036, 59 FR 33677, June
30, 1994; USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35527, June 30,
1998; USCG–1999–5832, 64 FR 34712, June 29,
1999; CGD08–99–014, 64 FR 61520, Nov. 12, 1999]

§ 117.397 Wabash River.

The draws of each bridge across the
Wabash River shall open on signal if at
least 72 hours notice is given.

INDIANA

§ 117.401 Trail Creek.

(a) The draw of the Franklin Street
bridge, mile 0.5 at Michigan City, shall
be operated as follows:

(1) From March 16 through November
30, the draw shall open on signal; ex-
cept from 6:15 a.m. to 11:15 p.m., Mon-
day through Sunday, the draw need
open only from three minutes before to
three minutes after the quarter-hour
and three-quarter hour.

(2) From December 1 through March
15, the draw shall open on signal if at
least 12-hours advance notice is pro-
vided prior to intended time of passage.

(b) The draw of the Amtrak bridge,
mile 0.9 at Michigan City, shall open on
signal; except, from December 1
through March 15, the bridge shall open
on signal if at least 12-hours advance
notice is provided prior to intended
time of passage.

(c) Public vessels of the United
States, state or local vessels used for
public safety, vessels in distress, and
vessels seeking shelter from severe
weather shall be passed through the
draws of each bridge as soon as pos-
sible.

[CGD09–01–001, 66 FR 27867, May 21, 2001]
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